
GUIDELINES FOR NEW CONSTRUCTION OF  
TEMPORARY RESTAURANT FACADES  

TASTE OF CHICAGO 2012  
 

 
 

In an effort to preserve the scale and festival atmosphere of the events, the following 
guidelines have been developed and must be adhered to when designing and 
constructing restaurant booth facades (high “plywood” fronts). Restaurant 
management and sponsors are responsible for getting designs approved prior to the 
event.  
 
1. Restaurants or sponsors who wish to construct facades that extend above the 
horizontal cross framing of the tent (higher than 7’-0”) must submit a rendering and 
construction drawing for review and approval no later than 45 days prior to the event. 
The construction drawing must specify building materials and methods of attachment 
to the underlying tent structure.  
 
 
2. The overall height of façades can not exceed 12’-0” above ground level and must 
not exceed the boundaries of the shaded area shown on the drawing attached.  
 
 
3. Facades can not project more than 4” from the front face(s) of the tent.  
 
 
4. Decorative elements, which are part of the facades, can not project more than 4” 
from the front face of the facade. Continuous awnings are not allowed.  
 
 
5. Construction materials should be framed plywood or similar material able to 
withstand high winds and heavy rains. Unacceptable materials include fabric, foam 
core, Styrofoam or other non-rigid plastic materials.  
 



 
6. The method of attachment between the façade and the tent framing must be 
secure and able to withstand wind loads and horizontal forces in excess of 35 miles 
per hour. Unacceptable means of attachment include tape, wire and cable ties.  
 
 
7. Facades must accommodate the anchoring system of the underlying tent 
structure. Each outside corner of the tent is typically attached to a stake or water 
barrel at a 30 – 45 degree angle with a rope or ratchet strap.  
 
 
8. Facades that extend above the horizontal cross framing of the tent must include 
space to affix a standard 20” x 120” menu board supported by the plywood framing 
of the structure.  
 
 
9. Plywood facades must be painted on all sides.  

 
 
10. Non-compliant or unapproved facades will be subject for removal.  
 
 


