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NEW MUSIC DOCUMENTARY SERIES CONTINUES AT 
CHICAGO CULTURAL CENTER  

 
Reel Music Series  Announces Upcoming Schedule  

 
The Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs announces the upcoming Reel Music series 
schedule.  This monthly music on film series focuses on the ever-evolving relationship between 
music and film. For the most part, the series will highlight the growing, often under-represented, 
genre of nonfiction filmmaking known as music documentary. Screenings will showcase music 
from around the globe featuring some of the most influential names in music.  
 
To a lesser extent, the series will screen performance films !  otherwise known as concert films 
or "rock docs".  Additionally, select feature screenings will highlight other forms of music on film, 
most notably music video and cine-concerts  !   a live performance/score as an accompaniment 
to a film. Screenings will take place at the Chicago Cultural CenterÕs Claudia Cassidy Theater, 78 
E. Washington Street.  All films will be projected on DVD unless otherwise noted.  Admission is 
free.  Seating is based on a first come, first served basis.  The summer schedule is below. 
 
For more information on film programs presented by the Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs 
call 312-744-6630, or visit www.chicagoculturalcenter.org 
 
REEL MUSIC SERIES SCHEDULE:  
 
Friday, May 8, 7 pm 
Fela Kuti: Two documentary features about the life of the legendary Afrobeat artist. 
 
Music is the Weapon (52 min) , 1982. 
Directed by Jean-Jacques Flori and Stephane Tchal Gadjieff 
 
Composer, Afrobeat pioneer and human rights activist Fela Kuti (1938-1997) is often described 
as the ÒAfrican Bob Marley.Ó  In 1982, he discussed his life and work and performed some of his 
influential songs for this documentary.  Both a fascinating profile of a great artist of modern Africa 
and an exploration of the political context of his work, this documentary was filmed in FelaÕs 
hometown of Lagos, Nigeria.   
 
Music is the Weapon mixes footage of Fela Kuti performing at his Shrine nightclub, interviews 
with the controversial musician, glimpses of life at his not-so-palatial Kalakuta Republic 
compound, and scenes of Lagos street life.  The interview segments cover his resistance to the 
Nigerian regime, his controversial lifestyle, and his arrests and beatings. 
 
 

(more)  
 
 



 
 
 
 
Teacher DonÕt Teach me No Nonsense (60 min.) , 1984. 
Directed by Dennis Marks  
 
Teacher DonÕt Teach me No Nonsense is a high quality documentary that contains both an up 
close interview with the Fela Kuti and previously unseen footage from his famous headlining gig 
at Glastonbury festival in 1984. Fela seems calmer and less militant as in Music is the Weapon, 
but tells some interesting stories about his use of Pidgin (Broken English) for his lyrics, his 
spiritual awakening through contact with the Black Power movement in the US and the corruption 
in Africa he so vividly denounced.  Film screening supported by Wrasse Records. 
 
 
Saturday, June 6, 2 pm  
 
Kraftwerk and the Electronic Revolution (180 min.), 2008  
 
As innovative as they are influential, KraftwerkÔs contribution to the development of electronic 
music since their formation in 1970 remains unsurpassed. Having inspired everyone from Bowie 
to Coldplay, Siouxsie to Radiohead, this bizarre collective have also proved partly responsible for 
entire genres to emerge- electronica, techno and synth-pop to name but three. This DVD reviews 
the career and music of Kraftwerk, from their inception in the late 1960s (as pre-Kraftwerk 
ensemble Organisation), through their most celebrated period in the mid 1970s, and culminating 
with their resurgence during the 1980s with the popularity of synth-pop and techno.  It features 
rare and early performances by the group, and many of the other leading German acts of the 
period. 
 
For more information visit http://www.kraftwerk.com/  
 
 
Sunday, July 5, 2 pm 
 
Sleepwalking through the Mekong (67 min.), 2007.  
Directed by John Pirozzi 
 
Sleepwalking through the Mekong follows Los Angeles based band Dengue Fever on their recent 
journey to Cambodia to perform Ô60s and Ô70s Cambodian rock n' roll in the country where it was 
created and very nearly destroyed. The odyssey is a homecoming for singer Chhom Nimol and a 
transformation for the rest of the band as they perform with master musicians and record new 
songs along the way. More than a rock-umentary, the film serves up a portrait of modern 
Cambodia as the band tours through Phnom Penh and beyond, crossing a great cultural chasm 
with the same spirit of Cambodia's original rock pioneers.  
 
Cambodia is often synonymous with the brutal Khmer Rouge regime that left millions dead and 
scattered refugees around the globe. This tragedy overshadows the story of Cambodia's music 
scene in the 1960s and 1970s. Cambodian musicians reinvented Western rock n' roll with a 
distinctly Khmer flavor to create a sound that is at once familiar and completely original.  This film 
celebrates this vibrant but long-overlooked music and reveals the power of music to weave a 
common thread between extremely different cultures. 
 
For more information visit http://sleepwalkingthroughthemekong.com 
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